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SALVATION. 



A QUESTION FOE ALL. 

"What must I do to be saved?" This, 
beloved reader, in connection with your life, 
is, beyond all others, "the questions of ques- 
tions." For what is your life? It is that 
season of your existence, now given to you 
by your God, in which alone salvation is 
provided, during which you can only (detain 
it, and in w^h, just as you seek and find, or 
neglect and miss it, so are you saved or lost 
Nor does your being saved or lost mean your 
being happy to-day or to-morrow, or miserable 
to-day or to-morrow; but it is your being 
blessed or wretched^/br ever. Ah 1 then, what 
a weight, what an importance, what a con- 
cern, what a responsibility, is connected with 
the question, — " What must j^ da -^ \^ 
saved?" 



x^^j^vyxxonccj inrougli 

in life's journey, should be his prep 
eternal life. " What must I do to I 
is the question for every morning 
inquiry for every night. And so s 
to your own soul should be your r 
that, for yourself you may be abh 
from it oomfort, when comfort is re 
hope, when the spirit is depressed,— 
ivhen weakness overtakes you, — 
yhen the trials of life prey upon th« 
)erseverance, when you are ready tc 
he way ; and even at death — for de 
ome — such should be this answer, th; 
nowinfir wherp. v^"^ ««^--»— -- 
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every sinner. And oh ! how terrible is that 
curse, pronounced by the Eternal himself, 
against all who continne not in all things 
written in the book of tiie law to do them ! 
They are accursed in their bodies and in their 
spirits— in their temporal and in their spiritual 
concerns. Nor, remember, is this a mere fio- 
Hon; it is an cncfid reality. Yes! and all 
the rmserj which is inflicted in this life, is 
but a slender foretaste of the misery awaiting 
the sinner in the life to come. And only 
think, this curse is the wretched inheritance 
of all the guilty children of Adam. Header ! 
it is yours. No sooner, indeed, does man 
enter into this world, than this denmiciation 
of GcoA against sin, like a lowering surcharged 
cloud covering his sky, and frowning over 
him, even from infancy upwards, drops into 
every cup of life some few or more drops of 
the waters of bitterness, occasioning all life's 
suffering; and which doud, if the Sun of 
Righteousness rise not to disperse, darkens 
and deepens till it gathers at last into a fearfol 
storm, pouring forth an endless ahiow^X- ^^\^ 
vine indiCTa/tion, as tVie ftxaxke^f i^ Siysc^.* feis^X 



truly, if this be life without salvation, to he 
saved must indeed be lifers great work! 

Foriom and desperate state, assuredly, is 
the state of the sinner. Led to think aright 
concerning it, not as the case of another, but as 
our own, how otherwise can we feel but cast 
down under the weight of its consideration, 
humbled, and, for the time, all but hopeless ? 
For the sentence of the unchanging God 
against sin hath gone forth, and can never 
be recalled. God's law threatens against 
every violation of its precepts ; God's truth 
brings against the sinner the law's threaten- 
ings; the holiness of the Lord loathes all 
manner of sin ; the justice of God demands 
punishment ; the devil pleads his right to the 
rebel ; and not an angel in heaven, not a holy 
creature in the imiverse, dare claim a sinner's 
exemption or release. Oh 1 then, is there no 
door of hope? no way of escape? This in- 
quiry, dear reader, we urge you with all your 
heart to put ; and with like anxiety for your 
everlasting welfare, we propose to answer. 
Happy 1 thrice happy privilege! to be able 
^om God himaelf to bring to yo\i saivatum^ 



and, in the light of his own truth, to show 
you the way to secure it. And oh ! let your 
anxiety be evinced now ; for 

** Human life 
Is but a loan to be repaid with use, 
When He shall call his debtors to account, 
From whom aie all our blessings.** 



THIS QUEST! 

Why ? because, as we ha 
have sinned,— and because 
personal knowledge of his sir 
to feel his need of a personal sj 
at the root of all our woe. J 
trials ; it causes our tears. N 
would ever seek the injury, 
anything but the good of his fe 
hd for sin. No human being 
aught but what would add to 
piness, as well as that of othe: 
that we are sinners. Sin is th 
suffering and sorrow. Yes! 
sorrow — all suffer. Here, O r< 
the evidenri* *^'^ 
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own sinfiil condition, confess their guilt, fear, 
and condemn themselves! It is this know- 
ledge of sin, not as a disease which is general, 
but as a cankering, killing idcer in ourselves, 
which proves to us our need of a remedy, and 
pleads with us the importance of instantly 
and for ever seeking to be healed. It is to 
this personal knowledge of the need of salva- 
tion, O fellow-sinner, we now wish intently 
to direct your attention ; and which we pray 
you, for the sake of your own everlasting 
welfare, honestly to consider, till it awaken, 
move, and melt your heart. 

The very circumstance, that God has fur- 
nished for man salvation, presupposes that 
man needs it. Were you sitting at home in 
your own dwelling, having committed no 
crime, and having been charged with no mis- 
demeanour, and were a messenger to come 
and say, "I have brought for you, signed 
and sealed, a ftdl and a free pardon," you 
would treat such an intimation as an insult, 
and he who made it as if he were insane. But 
no man feels, that thete ^a ^\>^ ^ss^^s^ ^iiSKx^- 
pancy between an ofiet oi ^^^^^^-^ "^ ^^^''^ 
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from God, and his present state. And why ? 
Because the witness within him, agrees with 
the witness without him, — his conscience tes- 
tifies to his own sinfulness, and so shows him 
that such an offer of salvation is consistent 
with his actual condition and need. Nay I 
reader, we go farther, and affirm, that for us 
to suppose that He who made us and has ever 
loved us — ^He who is all-holy, wise, and good 
— would reveal salvation to those who did 
not require it, would argue an ignorance on 
our part of the character of the perfect God, 
which of itself woidd be enough to evince 
that we stood in need of more light, both as 
to our Maker and ourselves, new views, clearer 
knowledge, — in one word, of salvation. But 
the all-wise, holy, good, and blessed God has 
provided and proclaimed salvation for us ; and 
as we must admit that perfection would not 
furnish us with what was not necessary for 
us, so, O feUow-sinner, speaking in the very 
accents of the distinctly- expressed voice of 
the Lord, we press home on you your need of 
salvation. 
Nor^ affectionately we remind you, is this 
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aU. Bring to mind the witness within. 
What saith conscience ? The history of one 
day, not to refer to the whole lifej is evidence 
sufficient. How few, if any, our thoughts of 
that God who called us into existence and 
continues our life ! how many our desires after 
those things which are contrary to God's law ! 
and how numerous our actual transgressions 
against a holy and a gracious Lord ! O reader, 
let conscience speak out ; hide not thy sins^ 
neither from thy God nor thyself; tremble, 
yet try not to conceal from thyself thy state : 
we long, we pray, we labour to awaken thy 
whole conscious being to a sense of iky sinftd 
condition ! This is aU-important, — and with- 
out this there is no salvation ! What man is 
there, who, if he candidly bethink himself, 
and only be willing to admit the truth, but 
must feel, and feel now^ and feel seriously, 
that he has sins which need to be forgiven, 
and without which forgiveness he is justly 
exposed to punishment; as well as a sinfiil 
nature^ which, if not changed, unfits him for 
the presence and the joy oi CjoftL") QJ^^^^w^Sa^ 
our need of salvation I 



spoken of as so absolutely nece 
ministered with so much eames 
offered as so rich and choice a blest 
salvation is of God — our Creator, 
And to give it to us, God gave u 
for us, his own dear Son. Yes! 
yet show you, — only come with m 
every step in your way as you co 
above all worlds, all angels, all cr 
the universe, God in the gift of hi 
3ur salvation, gave ike gift which 
ihan all — the gift unspeakable. T] 
jalvation God's best boon to man — j 
3est possession for himself. For ; 
iwftd fire, and salvation is a refuge 
rom its bumine*. For \n\n wliof « 
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Oh ! it is the full realization of the effects 
of this carnal state, which constitutes " the 
second death" and hell. Is there a secret 
thought of the soul led from God by sin ; is 
there a word which passes the lips, however 
sUghtly, apart from truth ; is there a single 
act of the life in any way incorrecj, immoral, 
ungodly ? — all of these, or any one of them, 
pla^e God before us in a Ught which must 
condemn us. Observe, reader, what we say. 
Our sin thus makes God condemn us, — for 
he is a sin-hating God. And how fearful 
thy condition — how alarming — how agoniz- 
ing ! Who is He that must condemn? The 
God of Gods, and the King of Kings — the 
only Uving and true God — the Euler of the 
Universe — the God that we must meet. It 
is He who spake, and the heavens and the 
earth were created, — He whose frown kindles 
hell's torments, and whose smile lights up 
heaven's glory. Were the universe his enemy. 
He could crush it as the moth. None can 
escape his vigilance, — none can flee his pre- 
sence. No wit, no sophistry, no subtle.t^^^5^ 
eloquence will release like OTmet ^^-^n^ ^'k^ 
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inflexible justice. Justice may tarry ; punish- 
ment may, for the wisest and holiest ends, be 
delayed ; and under this delay it is, O sinner, 
that at this moment thou art permitted to live. 
Over thy head hangs the sword of justice : 
beneath thy ket yawns the gulf of perdition, 
ready at any moment to swallow thee up; 
its fires are abeady kindled against all sin. 
Oh ! then, behold the need for each — ^for aU 
to seek salvation. Now is the accepted 
time, — ^to-day, believe and live. 

" Now or never — ^now or never, 
Come to God, and safety find : 
Sin from God at last must sever; 
Be not slothful — ^be not blind ! ^' 
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THE FIKST STEP -HAVE YOU 
TAKEN IT! 

Reader! we have seen that salvation is 
needed, because sin exists ; and that it is on 
account of our individual sinfdlness we require 
individuallj to partake of salvation. But it 
is necessary you have something more than 
an acquaintance with your sinful state. Were 
you on a voya&:e, on a calm sea, with a clear 

ment, these would soon give place even to 
pleasure. But suppose the cry was heard — 
" Breakers ahead,-— steer clear of them j '' — 
instantly, being in the neighbourhood of 
danger, your pleasure would again be turned 
into fear. Further, if, instead of alarm being 
occasioned by mere nearness to danger, the 
cry was— " The vessel has spnmg a-leak,— her 
hold is filling with water ;" — ^then, instead of 
fear, there would be dismay ; and there would 
be a stir to save the vessel, by the putting 
forth of strength at the pump, such as mani- 
fested the energy of a Aife ot dL^»JCcL ^\x»s^^. 
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During life's voyage, the course of sin may 
be entered on, at first, with many misgivings, 
-by and by, the sinner finds his pleasure in 
his sin. But suppose that, in his way, nearer 
or more distant dangers begin to appear ; he 
again fears, and, without giving up his voyage, 
he changes for a season his course. Think not 
that this change is even the first step to safety. 
It is not; it is a mere alteration, outward, 
and consequently evanescent, arising out of 
external and alterable circumstances. It is 
needful that the sinner ascertain that the 
cause of the danger, like the waters in the 
vessel's hold, is in himself, — and that the only 
safety for him is, in seeking that the cause be 
now and for ever removed. O reader, only 
be awakened to look at sin thus — at sin as an 
evil against God, working within us both 
death and destruction ; then what awakening, 
what fear, what vehement desire, what seek- 
ing to be saved firom sin ! This quickening 
into fervent, sleepless, sin-hating desire, is 
the first step to salvation. Now, in your 
experience, can you say that you know this 
step P— -if not, for your soul's sake^ do take it ! 
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It will, however, be needful just here, that 
we allow not ourselves to be deceived. Anxi- 
ous concern may be awakened in the soul, 
even in regard to sin, &om various causes. 
Sometimes this is the case from a fear of 
losing diaracter. There are many persons in 
the world, by no means religious, who never- 
theless are at considerable pains to maintain 
a feir appearance bef<»:e others. We do not 
complain of this, — it is so far so good; — but. 
it fialls far short of anything like salvation. 
For the highest motive connected with it may 
be self, and the highest standard of its excel- 
lence the good opinion of our fellow-men. 
Nor is it difficult to imagine, with what an- 
guish a man may dread the loss, and with 
what anxiety he may labour to sustain his 
" darling reputation I " What care in every 
look, what caution in every step, what jea- 
lousy of every word uttered concerning his 
character 1 But oh! this anxijety is by no 
means the first step^ as God's word teaches 
us, towards eternal life. 

Worldly interest will sometimes awaken a 
very anxious wish to avoiA. efeT\ji\xv«^'^$R»t'«^^ 



— .*jL^ auairs ;- 



lives falling awfully short of th 
Redeemer, and the way of salvati 
such characters rare in the wor 
the lengths to which such moti\ 
fearfdl, and ought to alarm us. 
they constrained to the assumpi 
Christian name, to profess love 
viour, to join a Christian church 
the Lord's table, and to rank vi 
people. Dreadful hypocrisy 1 Not! 
o be more soul-searching, in the si 
oul-seeing God, than the inquiry- 
lis. anxiety of mine to avoid sin,— 
>es it reach, and how deep does it 
That tnie anxiety to be freed froi 
nalty and its powp^-^ — i • ' 
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the soul. It arises from a right perception 
by the mind of the evil of sin, and ourselves 
as being under its condemning and consuming 
power; of the evil of sin as it transgresses 
Grod's law, tramples on his authority, destroys 
his image, and counter-works his purposes, — 
turning, for the sinner himself, his paradise 
into a wilderness — his heaven into a hell. 
This conviction is wrought in the soul actively 
always by the Spirit of God ; insbnimmtally^ 
sometimes by a remarkable Providence, a dan- 
gerous illness, a well-timed advice or rebuke, 
often by the preaching of the word, always in 
some way or other through " the truth." The 
fear, the alarm, the misery of the soul so con- 
victed — though not always — ^is in some cases 
very great. In all there must be an awaken- 
ing, either more or less gradual or instanta- 
neous. Gk)d is seen as righteously ready to 
punish ; a burning feeling of self-reproach is 
now present with the soul ; hell is felt to be 
deserved; and whilst "escape and safety "are 
above all things desired, they are scarcely 
hoped for. Blessed awakening! Next tc^ 
the possession of salvatvoxv. \\»^i, \s> ^^ 'va*^ ^^ 
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being made alive &om a ^' death of trespasses 
and sins." 

O reader, has this state as yet been yours ? 
or are you still rolling sin as a sweet morsel 
under your tongue? With all the affection 
of one who writes but to do you good, with 
all the fear of your being lost for ever, let me 
entreat you to reflect I What is all wealth, 
or honour, or might, or majesty in this world, 
compared with eternal life with Grod in the 
world to come? Eiches will take wings and 
fly away, — honour is an empty bubble, — the 
greatest strength decays, — tihe noblest sove- 
reignty must be resigned at death ; — at death 
ike saved obtain their triumph, begin their 
song, receive their crown, enter glory, and 
are for ever blessed I 

** My soul I awake — ^inquire^ 
Let sin no longer reign: 
And let thy new desire 

Be Christ, — for Christ is gain! " 
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THE EEFUGE-WHEKE IS IT? 

Having shown that the first step to sal- 
vation is a real, heartfelt awakening to a 
consciousness of our sinftd state, and conse- 
quently to our lost condition; having shown 
that sin, thus discovered, leads to genuine 
repentance; we remind you, that genuine 
repentance is not mere sorrow for sin, but a 
desire for ever to escape from it. The drunk- 
ard, the morning after his debauchery, suffer- 
ing from headache and heartache, may feel 
real grief for his smful conduct, having spent 
his money for that which is not bread ; but 
the same night he returns to his cups again, 
and by the very means through which he is 
sure to increase his distress, does he seek to 
drown his care. No such sorrow for sin as 
this constitutes Scripture repentance. It is a 
complete change of our views concerning evil. 
We see it as a frightful transgression of God's 
law, — we behold it as the surest destroyer of 
our own souls, — and we are brought \altss?^ \S3* 
abhor its very nature. T\iYe» ^«:^ ^^ '^«».^s» 
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given to us, especially, by our learning to ap- 
preciate Gk)d's testimony against it, as it is 
recorded in his own word,— an appreciation 
to which we are led by the light of Grod's 
Holy Spirit Impressed thus, our cry is — 
Whither shall we flee ifrom iniquity? How 
escape our enemy? Is there a refuge from 
it? And if there ia, where — oh ! where is it 
to be found? 

To be able, with any satisfaction to an 
awakened soul, to reply to these thrilling 
inquiries, we must first folly understand what 
is meant by the refuge here sought. The idea 
may be put thus. You are in a vast plain^ 
and there is coming behind you a firight- 
ftd storm; its first heavy drops have fallen 
upon you, — ^you are alarmed, and you look 
around for a place where you may flee and 
hide yourself, and be safe. The plain is life ; 
the storm is the storm of Divine indignation : 
you have suffered some of its forebodings, in 
the conscious agony of your own awakened 
spirit ; you would no more offend God, nor 
expose yourself to his deserved wrath ; you 
wish a refuge thus from sin, in the way of 
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his own holiness and favour. To have this, 
you must have sin pardoned; deliverance 
from its power; and a blessed introduction 
into a sure and certain state of reconciliation 
with Gk>d. Nothing short of this will satisfy. 
For, were a king, who had suflScient power at 
any and at all times to punish his enemy, and 
determined to do it, only awaiting his own 
pleasure to inflict merited chastisement ; and 
were his enemy made alive to this — to his 
error sb weU as his wealmess— nothing would 
meet his case but an opportunity of confessing 
his sin, receiving forgiveness, and obtaining 
a fiill reconciliation. 

But, O reader! who brings about, and in 
what way is reconciliation with God for man 
eflTected ? Natural inquiries, and such as de- 
mand attention. Let us mark the parties 
concerned, rejoice in the appointed medium, 
and glorify God in the result. On the one 
hand, here is man — as he came from his 
Creator, a holy and a happy being. Oh ! it 
is he who has lifted up the arm of rebellion, 
despising the authority of his God. Fore- 
warned by his Creatot oi \sl\^ ^«cl^x.^ -«^^>jjr> 
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has rushed into it, — and in very sinfulness 
has thus defied the Almighty to his face. 
And, on the other hand, here is Ood — ^man's 
Maker, man's Preserver, man's rightful Sove- 
reign and Lord,— having given laws to the 
creature of his own hand, all of which were 
" holy, just, and good," and by attending to 
which he must inevitably be happy; — laws 
to induce man to obey which God attached 
to them life, immortality, and glory, — and 
to keep him firom breaking which, he armed 
them with the frightful penalty of death. 
And yet, after all, against God man rebelled 
— and his law despised. Behold ! then, the 
Lord armed, through man's sin, with the pun- 
ishment he had threatened before man fell. 
The thunderbolts of Jehovah's just indigna- 
tion are ready, — ^his arm of omnipotence is 
stretched out to smite, — ^justice calls aloud for 
satisfaction, — ^man has no power to resist. 

Fearful call — dread moment now! Is there 

no deliverer — no one to help? Listen, O 

reader ! whose is that voice ? It comes ; and 

these are its accents, " Save from going down 

/b tie pit; I have found a lanaom." " I delight 
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to do thy will, O my God." It is the voice 
of God's own Son ! Moved by his infinite, 
sovereign compassion and love, he makes 
bare his own bosom to receive the stroke of 
man's merited punishment, in man's stead, — 
that " God might be just, and yet the jus- 
tifier of the ungodly." The Father accepts 
the Son's offer, — and, amidst the most inex- 
pressible stirrings and strivings of his love 
for him, " spares not his own Son, but de- 
livers him up for us all." Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, thus giving himself to suffer 
for us, to atone for our guilt, to become the 
Mediator between God and us, and to con- 
stitute himself our successftd Intercessor with 
the Father, is the sinner's refuge. In his blood 
we have the pardon of sin ; by his atonement 
we hav§ acceptance with God; through his 
intercession we receive the Spirit of power, 
and become " new creatures in Christ Jesus." 
Ah! sinner, thus to constitute himself thy 
Saviour, the Son of God came, suffered, and 
bled, and died ; went down into the grave ; 
emerged firom the tomb ; ascended on hi^k\ 
sat down on the tViTon^ oi Ta.^^^^'^*^ ^iss^ 



kwxy tJXA,\/\^\jOO» XJLCl. 



"^ 



t that we loved God, but that h 

d gave his Son, a propitiation foi 

hrist loved us, and gave hims 

offering and a sacrifice to Grod 

lelling savour ! " 

Yes! of a truth, it is this which n 
'^elation of Jesus Christ, the Son 
phatically "the Gospel of ChrL 
ings of great joy." The Qt)spel 
rist to the sinner as GocTs cuxej. 
him, and thus discloses to him 
e law seizes upon him, and shu 
condemnation, and thus become 
le ministration of death." The « 
es him from the law's grasp, 

VPlTJinPO oi^/l «*\4.« U-— Jf- — • 
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instead of a storm, in the refuge of the cross, 
the sinner finds a serene sky, bright sunshine, 
celestial peace^ the friendship of God, the 
hope of heaven, and a portion with his chil- 
dren ! Hence the Grospel conveys salvoMon to 
the sinner, receiving Christ whom it reveals, 
as surely as a deed of conveyance does an 
estate, or a " last will and testament " does a 
legacy. "In whom ye also trusted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation ; m whom also after ye be- 
lieved, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise." (Eph. i. 13.) Yes ! as certainly as, 
by a deed of law, property may pass from the 
hands of one man into the hands of another, 
so surely does the Gospel confer its blessings 
on him who receives it. Nay ! with far more 
certainty. Sometimes, about a deed of con- 
veyance, or a last will, there are forms which 
are incorrect, and phrases which are obscure, 
which may render them null and void. But 
oh 1 nothing can constitute the Gospel of none 
eflFect to the believer. It is drawn up by the 
infinite wisdom of God ; it is ratified by tha 
atoning blood of Chiiat-, a\A\\.Sssx^^«^^'^^- 
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cacious by the omnipotent power of the Holy- 
Spirit. No sinner can seek a shelter in vain 
at this open door. No widow can be robbed 
of her right in this court of heaven, — no child 
of his birthright, — no heir of his inheritance. 
O sinner ! awakened to a fall sense of thy sin- 
fulness, here is a Saviour from all sin. Come 
to Him. Fear not. Flee to the Refuge of the 
Gospel, — cling to that arm of omnipotence 
now held out to save. 

** He was the freeman whom the truth made free; 

Who, first of all, the bands of Satan broke; 

Who broke the bands of sin; and for his soul, 

In spite of fools, consulted seriously; 
« « « * * 

Who did as Scripture, not as fancy, bade; 

All else despised sincerely, — seeking this 

Alone, The approbation of his God, 

Which still with conscience witnessed to his peace ! " 
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ENTER AND WELCOME. 

Having placed before the reader the only- 
ground of the sinner's acceptance with his 
Maker, the refuge which the Gospel provides, 
and the security there is in Christ ; we now 
proceed to show how fully the covenant of 
salvation meets every sinner's case, and how 
freely it welcomes all to its blessings. But 
mark I it is not enough to apprehend an oSex 
of mercy, — ^it must be appreciated^ to be rightly 
and gratefully accepted. This want of proper 
estimation it is, in multitudes of instances; 
which renders so feeble and faltering the 
attempts of the people of God to follow their 
Master; which prevents them from possess- 
ing, as they ought, lively confidence and 
holy joy; and which causes them to fail — 
largely to fail — in their endeavours to live 
as not their own, but as His "who died 
for their sins, and rosa again for their jus- 
tification." 

Our blessed Lord, however, throughout the 
whole of revelation, treats \\a^ \>kS>\. "^^s^ ^ksrx^ 



give an account. Would we hai 
He invites us to himself as its 
and bids us " look to him and be 
we thirsty and unsatisfied? He 
living fountain, saying, " Ho, c 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters." 
we were anxious to be put righ 
scends to our circumstances, and a 
let us reason together." Only ; 
ment-day is it said, " Depart." jN 
ing our present condition, and ad 
to our probationary state, the 1 
"Come, see, search; accept, an 
lieve, and be saved;" — in o 
^^ Enter and welcomey 

But, dear reader, to do this. v( 
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Gospel, given to us by our Lord. Its suita" 
hleness will appear in this, — that its blessings 
are offered to us freely, communicated to us 
fuUi/f and secured for i\& finally ; and its suffix 
ciency will be shown, in its conferring upon us 
a holy for a sinfiil nature, victory over all our 
enemies, and joy for all our sorrow. Con- 
vinced that true religion possesses us of all 
these mercies, who would not be religious? 
In a dying world like this, how happy they 
who are its blessed recipients ! And you, with 
others, may be so. No matter how aggravated 
your sins, how fearfully conscience upbraids 
you, how sad has been your past life, — to the 
rich and poor, the young and old, the healthy 
and the sick, — to all, of all ages and all 
conditions, the Gospel of Christ exclaims, 
^^ Enter and welcome,^^ 

The Gx)spel is suitable, because its bless- 
ings are offered to \xa freely. No man, by 
any power of his own, can save himself. 
" Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
leopard his spots ? then may ye also do good, 
that are accustomed to do evil." And as 
no man can emancipate \v\«vs»0& ^ovsv ^ '5»5&^ 
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nature, any more than an Ethiopian from his 
swarthy skin, or a leopard from a spotted one ; 
80 neither can he rescue himself from the 
consequences of guilt. " The wages of sin is 
death." And who, amongst men, can stay 
the arm of this fell destroyer? who limit his 
triumphal march ? who say to death, " Thus 
far shalt thou go, and no farther?" And yet, 
in this larger, all other lesser consequences of 
sin are involved. One of the most fearful 
effects of the fall of man is the perversion of 
his will from all good, and so a paralysis of 
all his powers from following what is right. 
Thus all men have not only gone out of the 
way, — ^but all men have done go willingly, 
perversely, and with a determined attachment 
to sin. How then can he, who is thus na- 
turally attached to iniquity, beget within him- 
self a love to holiness ? This is a work, the 
difficulty of which has led the Spirit of God 
himself to designate it "a new creation." 
And as man could not make himself, so 
neither can he possess himself of this " new 
nature." From which observations who can 
fail to perceive the truth, that if man is to 
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have this salvation at all, it must be commu- 
nicated to him. freely? 

Just here it is, that the suitableness of 
the salvation provided in Christ at once ap- 
pears. It requires nothing to be done by us 
to TiMrit its blessings, or earn an interest in 
them. These are all God's free and gracious 
gifts, — ^as free as the manna which came down 
from heaven around the tents of Israel, — as 
free as the waters of the rock which followed 
them all the way throughout their joumey- 
ings. It is in this light the whole word of God 
places Gospel blessings. The first promise 
was given without solicitation* So likewise 
were all the other announcements of mercy, 
and declarations of salvation. "The wages 
of sin is death ; but the gift of Ood is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Free 
as the light of heaven, — free as the waters of 
the wilderness, — ^free as the air we breathe, — 
so free are the blessings of the Gospel to the 
sinner. No price could purchase them ; and 
yet they are given " without money and 
without price." 

The Gospel is suita\Ae, \>^^«Mfi& SXa. ^^^^^- 
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ings are communicated to us fully. There 
is not a want, in a poor sinner's condi- 
tion, which the redemption of Christ does 
not meet, and its provisions supply. Are we 
wretched, and poor, and blind, and naked? 
" It gives us gold tried in the fire, that we 
may be rich ; and white raiment to cover us, 
that the shame of our nakedness may not 
appear; and it anoints our eyes with eye- 
salve, that we may see." This is a refreshing 
feature of our holy religion, which the pro- 
phet Isaiah beautifully pourtrays, and which 
our blessed Saviour strikingly appKes to him- 
self, — " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me \ because he hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings to the meek ; he hath sent me 
to bind up the broken-hearted; to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound ; to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day 
of vengeance of our God ; to comfort all that 
mourn ; to appoint imto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
^r the spirit of ieaviness ; that they may be 
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called trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he may be glorified." Now, 
this passage peculiarly illustrates the fulness 
oli the Grospel; because it takes a view of 
mankind in a vast variety of circumstances, 
and represents the religion of Christ as 
adapting itself to all, and in all meeting 
their necessities. 

Ah I reader, here is another portion of the 
glory of true religion. Only conceive of a 
human being bowed down with a conscious- 
ness of sin, harassed by the temptations of 
Satan, sinking under persecutions firom men, 
fading beneath the frown of his Father's 
countenance, on the brink of the grave — ^yet 
dreading dissolution. Fearful as this state is, 
still the Gospel can fully meet it. For it 
comes, oflFering a free and a full pardon for 
all sin, strength under all trials, comfort 
amidst every manner of affliction, and life 
even in death. Oh, how ample are its bless- 
ings ! It is not a well, the waters of which 
may be dried up, but a perennial fountain : it 
is not like a season of earth, the harve&t <>»^ 
which may fail ; but it can oxiVj \^x^'^^««'M5s>5y5^^ 
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by heaven, which has its daily haihrest.' in 
one word, its provisions are infinite, its riches 
are imperishable, and its glories unfading for 
ever. Oh, how JtiU, as well as Jree^ is the 
Grospell It can meet the wants of all, — it 
welcomes all who have wants. 

Nor, indeed, are these blessings ofiered now, 
only to be enjoyed for a season. They are 
finally and for ever certain to all who come to 
Christ and receive them. For " we are saved 
in him." As in the case of the first Adam, 
the subsequent condition of the whole human 
race depended upon his obedience or disobe- 
dience, — a dependence, alas I which issued in 
the ruin of the race ; — so the " God of love," 
in putting our salvation into the hands of the 
second Adam, the Lord from heaven, guarded 
against any such contingent, — the second 
Adam being not only man, but the beloved 
Son of God: and thus the life which the Gos- 
pel provides is left not in our own hands, 
not in the keeping of any mere man, no I 
nor of any Creature, but in the hands of Im- 
manuel — God with us, — rendering this life 
£nalljr and. for ever secure. Blessed arrange- 
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ment! Glorious provision! The foundation 
is firmer than the pillars of the earth, and 
stronger than the arch of heaven. For the 
earth shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the heavens be rolled up as a scroll ; but the 
blessings of salvation are everlasting bless- 
ings, and its life is eternal life. 

Most propejrly it may be asked, even after 
all this, whether the blessings of the Gospel, 
thus referred to, are as sufficient as they are 
suitable? Well may the ^wakened soul thus 
inquire. Oh, how pleasing to be able, in the 
fullest and most satisfactory manner, to state 
tha^t nothing which is needful to salvation, 
both for time and eternity, but the Gospel 
provides! Sinner! you want a new and a 
holy naturey for your first and sinftd one. Ah ! 
^ucation will never give you this ; holy re- 
solves of themselves will fail in this, — every 
means will, apart from Christ. But in him 
"old things pass away, all things become 
new." And this by God's Spirit, through 
the truth, " quickening us who were dead in 
trespasses and gins," and renewing us after 
the image of our Lord. Xovx ^^x^ -v^v^wr^ 
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under your feet shortly." And h 
death for every man, he hath tak 
out of death. To the tomb, di 
the passage for a moment, — bu 
for a moment, — and then all ij 
glory, and that for ever. You wa 
vyretchedness—joy for sorrow. H 
that after which all men seek. ] 
Gospel of Christ fiiUy bestows ; f 
justified by faith, we have pecuie 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
in Grod through our Lord Jesi] 
Reader ! this .peace, this joy, may I 
through life ; and at last, to all the 
there are " pleasures at God's rig! 
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for his sake, at once and for ever receive you. 
Over every doorway into this refuge provided 
in the Gospel, read " Enter and wekomeP 

"Welcome, welcome! Sinner, hear! 
Hang not back throagh shame or fear. 
Doubt not, nor distrust the call : 
Mercy is proclaimed to alL^^ 



The inquirer, we trust, from th 
ing, has felt the importance of 
and " fled for refiige to the hope i 
him in the Gospel." Under these 
stances, behold him living a new 
working otit a new character. Nee 
that his zeal ought to be fervent, wl 
he seeks is eternal life? — his love 
when He who is the object of it i 
for ever deserves that love? — and 
strong, when it rests upon the unc 
true, and holy God? If any charac 
earth ought to be earnest j the follow 
blessed Jesus is that character. 

For a moment or two, cast y< 
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Seeing in the distance the beloved object of 
their vehement desire, they press towards it 
with hasty step; and though from time to 
time it evades their ardour, and eludes their 
grasp, still they do not for a day desist from 
the purauit. Thu&, in the affairs of life, in 
matters of titie world, in perishing concerns, 
men show, and are not ashamed to own, the 
master they serve, the calling they follow, 
and the end which they are solicitous of ob- 
taining. 

Ttco things must ever eminently charac- 
terize those, who thus thirst, in their different 
spheres in life, for anything like distinction. 
The one is, a decided preference and pre- 
eminent attachment to the object which they 
seek ; arid the other is, a willingness to sacri- 
fice all self-indulgence and slothfiilness, and, 
by continued exertion, follow out their fa- 
vourite desire^ It is " the hand of the dili- 
gent which maketh rich." Thus decision and 
exertion are the essentials of success. No- 
thing can be done without them. In the 
characters of all who have risen in life*^ de- 
cision and exertion Yiove lifcN^x \>fc^w ^^sssis.-- 



jsed Christians, oh ! how powerft 
minded of the saying of our Loi 
ildren of this world are wiser in 
tion than the ehUdren of lightl' 
e one hand, we see that the devol 
an dedicates his whole time, h 
cnlty of his mind, and puts f 
3wer of life, to gain his end ; wb 
:her, even amongst the most di 
rofessing Christians, what unbe 
ifference there is after the riches 
le recompense of eternal life, an< 
f God! 

This apathy about spiritual i 
hings, compared with the anxiety 
nPTi flhnnt temnoral concerns, ala 
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things which are seen perish; but the things 
which are not seen remain for ever. We 
reason then, and we maintain, that in all 
fairness, we have a right to urge, that those 
things which are most valuable, ought to be 
most eagerly and earnestly sought. But they 
are not; and why not? Why are the ser- 
vants of Mammon more diligent than the sons 
of God ? Why are the followers of sin more 
earnest than the followers of the Saviour? 
There must be a reason. Nor, indeed, is it 
difficult to discover what that reason is. For 
if, in order to lead men most devotedly to 
follow so as to obtain an object, there must 
first be a decided preference for, and supreme 
attachment to the end sought; then it fol- 
lows that professing Christians — we speak in 
general terms — ^are not yet so in love with 
the Saviour and his salvation, as worldly 
men are in love with the objects of their 
pursuit What a reflection is this ! what a 
conclusion! what a &ctl But is it true? 
Is it true that men, said to be enlightened 
firom above; professing to see that the ts^v^^t. 
im2x>rtant of all concenia \ft^ ^'' ^5ftR, x^^ass^- 
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tion of the soul, which ia preciouB;" that 
to have an interest in eternity — a prepara* 
tion for eternity — is the thing which, abov^ 
all others, we ought in this life to de* 
sire ; and yet, that this object is not sought, 
by those who say they understand its value, 
with the anxiety with which worldly men 
follow after worldly and perishing matters? 
Alas ! it is too true. But oh ! how God must 
condemn this, — how displeasing this must be 
to the Saviour 1 And to counteract and cure 
this evil, how emphatically has the inspired 
Apostle exclaimed, — "Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 
God that worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure ! " 

That this apathy, beloved reader, may in 
nowise hinder your growth in grace, remem- 
ber it is your own salvation you are called to 
work out. There are some dangers from 
which there is no escape. Such, for example, 
is death. Some time or other, all must die. 
From this there is no salvation. From eter- 
nal death, the refuge, we have seen, is pro- 
yided, Bleaaed reality ! But as long as 
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there is the slightest portion of the love of 
sin within ns, we ought to remember, we are 
still in danger. No one would ever think 
that his chamber was safe from fire, whilst 
even one remaining spark smoiddered in its 
furniture. So, whilst we continue in this life, 
— having within us the remains of depravity, 
and without us a world ready to fan and feed 
it into a flame, — ^with fear and trembling, we 
ought to continue the work of our salvation. 
.Blessed be God, the means are provided, and 
at hand. For, oh! happy thought ! whilst we 
have been the subjects of sin, we have also 
been the objects of salvation ; whilst we have 
had enmity to God, he has had love for us ; 
whilst we have courted death, he has been 
providing for us life. "This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, even the chief." 

Now, the Christian works ovt his salvation, 
having the means at hand, by a diligent use 
of them. These means are, the study of God's 
holy word, faithful and fervent prayex^ ^ ^ycsvsr- 
stant conflict against sin, a coxv^T£X\sS^'^5Miis^c«s.^ 



real subjection to the Saviour 1 
gling within of indwelling si 
dency towards evil, — what av( 
In o4 minds and uVes, what 01 
will of Grod, — what want of co: 
holy law! Work indeed! \ 
work of God in the soul has r 
progress. And yety in all th( 
the universe, there is nothing 
as this. We may work, and t 
may be industrious, and becc 
may labour, and obtain for 
those dear to us an honourabh 
ciety; but to-day we may di 
behind us our fame, — to-day 
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God in Christ; and when all is complete, 
the ending of time is but the beginning of 
eternity. Death perfects all with the Chris- 
tian ; and eternity alone developes in fiill per- 
fection all the beauty of the graces, and all the 
glory of the gifts of salvation. 

Well might Paul say, " Work out yotir own 
salvation with^^r and trefnJblingP This fear 
and trembling, indeed, it ought to be observed, 
means not a slavish dread, for such bondage 
can never be well-pleasing unto God; but 
a loving^ and, if we may speak so, fooerish 
anxiety. Powerfully be animated with a 
desire to do a matter well, and you will be 
tremblingly alive in every step you take to- 
wards its accomplishment. This, oh 1 this is 
the " fear and trembling " which the Apostle 
would have the Christian feel. To have his 
salvation complete within him will be his 
supreme desire. This is not always so with 
believers; and hence their many short-com- 
ings. O reader ! let it be so with you. This 
will bring ^ou peace. This, like the heat of 
the summer-day, is the atmos^jhat^ >Ks\.^i&st 
which graces become matvue, axA ^>Sfea» s^<3^ 



reme concern of your life. 

Do you need encouragement in thi 
rod promises his Holy Spirit to "law 
oth to will and to do of his good p] 
VTiat a blessed object must that be, 
aluable, which God's Spirit condes 
roik in us I Yes! too, and how 
ie thought, that we are not left alo 
lis work, but have the sure promise < 
nee from Him whose power is onu 
nd whose wisdom is divine 1 Away 
jar, — ^away all indifference, — away 
elief ! Aided by the Spirit of God 
1 the great undertaking of salvation, 
)rm let sin be denied, let holiness be i 
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for its possession? Who would not aspbe 
after its gloiy? For this, and this alone, to 
a sinner is U/bj to be found in Christ ; and of 
efvery one thus saved it will be said, " Ye axe 
complete in him." 

• " Then rouse thee, reader, for thy God, — 
Haste on the way thy Saviour trod. 

Nor fear to journey home. 
Each step prepares thee to be blest; 
The end is everlasting rest, — 

The Lord will bid thee 'Come.'" 
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THE TEST, AND THE TRIAL. 

GtOd's word is the only rule for the Chris- 
tian, both of faith and practice. This is the 
Christian's test. Standards may be set up, 
— creeds may be drawn out; but they are 
only safe as guides, when they correctly show 
forth what God's word reveals. To try our- 
selves by the truth of this word, we must 
study it with prayer ; honestly seek to ascer- 
tain our own state; condemn, and endea- 
vour, by his grace, to rectify whatever within 
us is inconsistent with Scripture; and culti- 
vate more and more, to his glory, all that 
the truth of God approves. Nothing hut a 
holy and devout conformity to the vnU of Oodj 
as that wiU has been revealed in the Bible, 
has any right to be considered, even for an 
instant, real religion. 

How varied, alas! are the views which 

have been held by men, both of the claims 

and character of true religion ! By some, it 

has been treated as merely " a cunningly de- 

n'sed fable/' adapted to terrify the timid, and 
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enslave the superstitious ; by others, as only 
a matter important for the imeducated and 
poor, for the proper ordering of society, and 
the maintenance of peace ; and by others, it 
appears to be thought of as something only 
valuable at death, to be attended to on the 
Lord's day, and, when our time comes to die, 
to give expression to our repentance and faith, 
that all may be well with us. Whilst by 
multitudes, it seems to be regarded as*a sub- 
ject of no moment whatever. So varied are 
the opinions of men concerning this solemn 
matter, — and all of them how different to the 
judgment of the all-wise God, of divine reve-* 
lation, and sound reason! Oh, how blessed 
to know the truth ! How precious the Bible, 
where the truth, without mixture, has been 
divinely recorded I 

Man is made to be religious. The very 
place which he occupies in the scale of being, 
— he, a dependent creature on the Lord, his 
Creator, — he, a moral and intelligent being, 
and therefore responsible, — God his Lord and 
Judge, — shows that he is bound, with all tis& 
powers with which lie la ^xAorw^^ '^'^ \sssi^ 
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and serve his Creator and Sovereign. We 
are formed naturally to reverence a superior, 
— most of all the Supreme Being. We are 
constituted so as to be grateful to those who 
do us good, — most of all to be grateful to Hitti 
who is our Great Benefactor, and who is ever 
doing us good. We are endowed with powers 
the exercise of which makes us happy, when 
that exercise is consistent with the peace and 
happiness of others, — ^most of all when they 
are used in submission to those laws of the 
Supreme Lawgiver, all of which are framed 
for his own glory, and the greatest happiness 
of ourselves and others. But what is this 
reverence of God, this gratitude for his good- 
ness, and this obedience to his laws, btit true 
reliffion? So that not to reverence, not to be 
grateful, not to be obedient to our God — that 
is, not to be religious — is to act contrary to 
the original constitution of our own being, as 
well as to sound reason, and the will of the 
Most High, — is to sin against our own na- 
ture, and "the holy, just, and perfect law" of 
Him who made, who preserves, who knows 
lis^ and who alone can save us. Oh, what a 
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wretched war is this, and how mevita"bly 
destructive ! 

But the very circumstance that so many 
of our fellow-creatures, as by a natural im- 
pulse, seek to possess themselves of some 
form or other of religion, exhibits at once 
the necessity of our trying and testing our- 
selves, whether our reHgion is in accordance 
with "the truth as it is in Jesus." We 
suppose you to have felt sincerely, eamestiy, 
vour sinfiil state before Grod; to have re- 
pented in dust and ashes of your sins; to 
have sought and found Jesus Christ, the 
refiige contained in the Grospel; and in new 
circimistances, to have shown in your cha- 
racter and conduct great changes. The ques- 
tion is. Are these changes fiilly indicative of 
your being a Christian? To enter upon a 
fair and impartial consideration of this point, 
we observe, that Christianity is not a form, 
but a life, — not a series of acts, but a course 
of living : nor, important as they are, is it the 
reading of the Scriptures, or prayer, or watch- 
fulness ; — these are only the oxsil^cixxv^ ^^ 
this Christian life in CVvrvsti^ ctsx^v^^ «^^ 



" godliness." 0-odliness at ono 
spirit, the principles, and the 
religion. Holiness is an imp 
"godliness," — but godliness 
than holiness. It takes in n( 
tian uprightness, but the wl 
pious feeling, emotion, energy, 
all as moved by God, and go 
glory. Oh, thus, the godly ma 
tian man ! 

Godliness implies a saving a^ 
God. To love the Lord so as 
we must first of all know hin 
believe that he is, and that he 
of all those who diligently see 
is a knowledge by no means in 
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most evangelically and scripturally. But we 
speak not of this. We speak now of such an 
acquaintance with our Creator, Preserver, and 
Redeemer, as shall affect our hearts, and work 
in us a present and abiding change. We say 
not — such a man is our Friend, because we 
simply know him. We say not — such a man 
is our Benefactor, because we are acquainted 
with his kindness to others. No ! And here it 
is where thousands mistake concerning real 
religion. They rest in a mere vague idea of 
Grod, as he is revealed " the God of love ;" in 
a mere general belief in the Son of God as 
the Saviour, — whilst they strive not to be 
possessed for themselves of an acquaintance 
with his saving character, and with the ap- 
pointed means of redemption, choosing him 
as their Redeemer, and realizing for them- 
selves his sal^^tion. Never can it be too for- 
cibly felt, that religion is a personal matter. 
It has to do with God, and with each man for 
himself. Individually we are not safe, because 
we know that there is plenteous redemption 
in the Lord : our security rests alone uv csv52l 
knowing* that he is aW our «»^N^^^.c^£v• ^\>^isst^ 
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can be no change in ns, which is real and 
abiding, from sin ta holiness— from impiety 
to godliness, without this personal possession 
of God's friendship and love, — and ah ! this 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent, is eternal life, 

Gx>dliness implies recondliation to God. 
"How can two walk together, unless they 
are agreed?" Much more — how can two be 
said to be identical in nature, as the servants 
of God are said to be godly ^ unless in will, 
aflfection, and aim, they are cut owe with each 
other? How important that our kno^yledge 
here be most definite ! In speaking of recon- 
ciliation with Gt)d, we do not mean that God 
needed to be reconciled to us. Oh, no ! God is 
unchangeable. From the beginning, even be- 
fore the world was, his delights were with the 
sous of men, — and he loves them still. But 
the solemn truth is, we need to be reconciled 
to God. This, as we have intimated, and 
which we beg you never for a moment to lose 
sight of, is by the death of his Son, and the 
^h of his Spirit. A most vital part of " god- 
Jiness^^ ia this neconciliation. Befote it takes 
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place, our trust is in second causes, forgetting 
the Great First Cause : we drink at broken 
cisterns which can hold no water, neglecting 
the fountain of living waters. Our heart is a 
kingdom where passion, not reason, reigns, — 
our life is a volume, without God. But, 
blessed change !- when we are made partakers 
of his reconciliation, and return to the Lord, — 
then the Saviour possesses the throne of the 
heart, — around him in loyal submission all 
our affections cling, — in his cause all our 
noblest powers become exercised, — and then 
" for us to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 
Godliness, we repeat it, is living to Ood ; 
and this is the test and the trial of our being 
religious. ^^No man liveth to himself, — ^no 
man dieth to himself: whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, we 
die unto the Lord: living or dying, we are 
the Lord's." These words must be used in 
a very different sense to believers than to 
imbelievers — to Christians than to sinners. 
Yes! it is certain, that in the life of every 
man, God must be glorified ; whether it is in 
his justice being glbri&^d. m X^'eo: oRfft^^scKc^- 



lis truth, — what must follow, but 
[leart so affected should seek to ph 
bo whom it is attached, obey his diet 
psralk in his ways ? Ah ! and this life 
iip to God, how is it spent before hii 
^s hated and shunned; bom from i 
jeeks the things which are above,— 
in God's precepts is its chosen coui 
^ommimion with God is its sweetest 
tnent. This religious life is one wl 
aothing worldly, — whilst its touch i 
and consecrates all wordly things to 
[t is a life which loves truth in eve] 
the glory of God in all truth, the vi 
man as involved in the glory of God. 
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Such would we make the trial of your state 
in the sight of the Eternal God, even your 
"godliness," — and the test by which we 
would try this, that life which the Scriptures 
of eternal truth reveal. And in order to be 
constrained thus faithfully to weigh yourselves 
in the balance of the sanctuary, and ftdly to 
work out your own salvation, we entreat you 
to consider how the Lord encourages you. 
With " godliness," you have " the promise of 
the life that now is, and the life which is to 
come." Not, indeed, that this is a mere 
promise of a long earthly life. No ! Such a 
life may, or may not be a blessing. But a 
life of sin here, is a life which cannot be 
called our own ; it is neither consistent with 
the original law of our creation, nor end of 
our life. It is a life wasted away in slavery, 
under a master who has usurped authority 
over us, and the end of whose possession is 
not life, but death. But " godliness " is life 
now, in a return to our Creator, Redeemer, 
and rightful Lord; to a service which is 
perfect freedom; and to a preparation for 
eternity^ immortal life, auSi e,^e^^8i^^\s!L^ ^^^"^ 



oon life will cease, the offers of men 
ad all be fixed for ever. 

** Happy thfi man who knows his God, 
Who lives when he is nigh, 
Who walks the way the Saviour trod, 
Whose trust is all on high ! 7 
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JiOLY LIVING PREPAEATORY TO HOLT 

DYING. 

We have now seen how, in the Christian, 
living faith and vital godliness are imited. 
We proceed to render obvious the need that 
there is for such inward and outward piety, ' 
and the various causes which, as we pass 
through life, demand its fullest exercise. In 
the service of God, there are many enemies to 
meet ; in the way to heaven, there are many 
difficulties to overcome. Now, just in the 
degree in which we have vanquished the 
former, and endured the latter, so are we 
prepared to live to Christ, and to die to his 
glory. Satan, the world, and the flesh, are 
our deadly foes; and will be sure either to 
allure us to sin, or will place as many diffi- 
culties as possible in our way, in a life of 
holiness. But Satan must be withstood, the 
world kept imder our feet, the flesh denied. 
In this arduous work, the believer has the 
promise of the assistance, direction, and com- 
fort of the Holy Spirit, TVv"^ xaasss^sst \xv 
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men that wait for their Lord, whe 
return firom the wedding; that 
Cometh and knocketh, they may c 
him immediately. Blessed are those 
whom the Lord when he cometh i 
watching." (Luke xii. 35, 37.) 

What a spirit of holi/ living, as pp 
for holy dying, these words exhibil 
indeed, nothing short of the manifei 
such earnestness will meet the cas 
enemies are active, and are ever at i 
meet them, we must be up and do 
that continually. Hence the need 
blessed Lord intimates, of diligence 
your loins be girt." " Wherefore gir 
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a rctcBy a strifiy a warfare; and the Christian 
must run, if he is to attain, — must wrestle, if 
he is to vanquish, — ^must fight, if he is to 
conquer. The long garments usually worn 
in Eastern countries, instead of helping, rather 
hindered progress in any active pursuit; so 
that they required either to be cast aside, or 
girt up. To this the Saviour refers, — and 
would have the Christian remember that, in 
addressing himself to the duties of his divine 
calling, everything impeding his advance- 
ment ought to be put away, and everything 
litely to help readily used, till, in the fiillest 
extent of diligence and devotedness, this ex- 
hortation be realized in our lives, — " Let your 
loins be girt." 

To manifest this diligence, we must do 
more than seek admittance to heaven. We 
must agonize to enter in at " the strait gate ;" 
for, by and by, many shall seek, and " shall 
not be able to enter in." It is this which 
leads reflecting Christians to ponder, and to 
ponder often, on the greatness of the Chris- 
tian's work, the difficulties of the way^ ^xsA^ 
the number, strength., aiiSi svsJ»Ok\\fc\:^ ^'^ ^*^^^ 
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enemies. And one great and immediate ad- 
vantage to be derived from this is, that he 
becomes at once convinced of the necessity 
for the most vigorous exertion of every power 
he possesses, in order to "fiilfil his comrse," 
and glorify his God. Oh ! it is because the 
followers of Jesus think so little of these 
things, know so superficially of their spiritual 
encumbrances, and are so little acquainted 
with the nature and extent of their heavenly 
calling, that they have so often to complain 
of cold hearts, little faith, a paralyzed interest 
in ordinances, and partial peace. Only let 
believers seek more fcdly to know the remain- 
ing corruption within them, and the mighty 
power to incite to evil possessed by the world 
and Satan ; and if they have really any love 
for God, any desire for salvation, we defy 
such indifference to continue. To be happy, 
we must be holy, — and to be holy, we must 
use aU diligefnce to make our calling and elec- 
tion sure. 

Another part of the duty of holy living ^ pre- 

sciiheA to the believer, is care. This too is 

^aast necessary^ as preparatory to Ivoly dying. 
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Hence our Lord enjoins^ ^^ Let your lights be 
bumiBg." This is done by bestowing pains 
in furnishing our mmds with the requisite 
knowledge of our dktty. Servants cannot do 
their work in the dark. Christians cannot 
Kve to the Lord in ignorance. God must 
be known, and the way of his glory appre^ 
hended. We ought not to be satisfied with 
that acquaintance with our sinfulness which 
first aroused us to seek salvation; nor with 
that knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
which firet gave us peace. There are heights 
and depths of sin, which, in order to their 
being removed, must first be realized; and 
there are heights and depths of salvation, 
which we are bound first to understand, in 
order to enjoy. All this requires no dis- 
tracted attention, no partial study, no com- 
mon care; but a painstaking research into 
our own hearts, as well as into God's word, 
that we may know and follow " the good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God." 

In like manner, care is-required in the cul- 
tivation of our Christian graces^ and the in- 
crease oi Christian eoqpei'icafioe* ^1l>k«» ^a^ *^^ 
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only brue and satisfectoiy preparation for the 
coming of the Lord. To have oitr rymitance 
mourning over our past sins, so as to keep 
the heart humble under a sense of guilt; to 
have QUI faith applying to the blood of Christ 
for pardon, and to the Spirit of Christ for 
strength to vanquish all our lusts ; to have 
our hve embracing an unseen Saviour, and 
extending itself to all his followers ; to have 
our hope casting its anchor within the vaU, 
and bearing us up amid every storm; to have 
ova patience triumphing over trials, our meeh^ 
nes8 enduring insult, our charity blessing 
even our enemies; — and all blending their 
happy influence in the soul to the increase of 
our purity and peace ; — ^this, oh ! this is the 
experience of the believer in keeping his lights 
burning. The man-who is thus occupied and 
adorned, will have no backwardness in obey- 
ing the call of Christ, and leaving the world* 
No ! he lives for Christ's coming. He not 
only girds up his loins for the journey, but 
keeps his "light burning" to be ready to 
/^^a it This^ beloved reader, is our duly 
^nd our safety. Nothing demaivAa ^ much 
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attention as a desire to know the will of Gk)d, 
and a cnltivation of our Christian graces in 
doing his will. 

Hence, too, the need of woitchfuhiess. *^ Ye 
shall be like men waiting for their Lord; that 
when he cometh and knocketh, ye may open 
to him immediately." Watchfulness is op- 
posed to sleep ; and that Christians require to 
be exhorted to be watchful, all who know any 
thing of the matter must be fiiUy convinced. 
In the parable of the Ten Virgins,* it is said, 
" When the bridegroom tarried, they all" — 
not only the five foolish, but also the five 
wise, — ^^ they oK slumbered and slept." Un- 
regenerate sinners are represented in Scripture 
as being in a state of spiritual death: but 
even they who at conversion' have had a 
principle of new life implanted within them, 
will find it, at times, suffer sad decays; 
and though it does not totally expire, yet it 
will fall into sleep — ^the very image of death. 
Though the precious oil of grace, which feeds 
this light of life, will not permit it to go out; 
still, for the want of trimming, it mil ^ycsass^r- 
times become so dim and A»x\l, ^vaX. Si^^^^^^P^ 
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be taught again " the firet prmciplea 
acles of God." " The hand of the d 
aketh rich ; and he that is slothful is 1 

him who is a great waster." If ot 
on were natural to us, then it mighl 
ith us, and grow of its own accord 
ir piety is an exotic, a tender plant fr 
inny clime and fertile soil of heavei 
\ our hearts are choked up with r 
eeds, — so, to keep alive this predoti 

must be carefully tended and con 
atched. The slothftd Christian cannot 
-the careless believer cannot prosper. 
i long as our day of grace continues, i 
ive we work of grace to do, — ^work 
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sire for the coming of the Lord. When the 
Saviour intimated to his disciples that he 
was about to leave them, they were smitten 
with sore grief: and one of the most powerful 
sources of consolation opened up to them by 
Jesus, in their state, was, that he would come 
again J and take them to himself; that where 
he was, there they should be also. But such 
are some of his professed followers now, that 
nothing seems to terrify them more than the 
coming of their Lord. What ! does not the 
son, who has been called to leave a father's 
house, to wander far away on .the shores of 
another land, long for the hour when he shall 
be summoned to his native country and paren- 
tal abode ? Does not the care-worn pilgrim, 
who has been journeying all the live-long 
day, look forward with pleasing anticipation 
to the place of the pilgrim's rest? Does not 
the servant, the labourer, who has been toiling 
from morning till night under a burning sun, 
and in turning over a stubborn soil, often 
look forward to the hour when he shall retire 
to his lowly dwelling and healthful meal? 
And what are Chii&tiai^ \5vv\. ^ot^^^ "«5^Ss. -sg^- 
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grims, and servants? And why should not 
the son desire his father's house? — the pil- 
grim his place of rest? — ^the labourer his 
"home, sweet home?" So Kkewise should 
all the followers of Christ frequently refer to 
their Lord's coming for them; for "to depart 
and to be with Christ is far better." 

There are many reasons, beloved reader, 
why we should desire the coming of our Lord. 
Here the Christian has occasion for perpetual 
sorrow, because of the . continuation of sin; 
but when we are with him, every such reason 
shall have passed away for ever. And oh ! 
what Christian but longs for this? Here we 
are perplexed with mortal troubles of every 
sort, and on every hand. The parent is trou- 
bled about the child, and the child about the 
parent ; the master about the servant, and the 
servant about the master; the pastor about 
his people, and the people about their pastor : 
but when we are with the Lord, all these will 
cease. And what Christian but longs for 
this ? Then " death shall be swallowed up 
of life." We know not now, where we shaU 
die^ ^ow we shall die, when vj^ ahall die ; and 
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at times, the best Christian cannot help sigh- 
ing and sorrowing as he thinks of the last 
struggle. But to be with the Lord, is to have 
death vanquished, the race run, the prize pos- 
sessed. Oh, how numerous the motives for 
our cultivating a careful yet cheerful prepara- 
tion for the coming of the Lord ! 

Blessed indeed is he who is so prepared! 
Laying aside the body of sin and death, not 
to be imclothedj but clothed upon, he shall be 
for ever with the Lord. Then what trans- 
port — what glory ! The faithful servant shall 
sit down at the Master's table, and be served 
by the Master's hand. Oh, what provision ! 
Even now, at times, we enjoy some foretaste 
of the heavenly banquet; but how soon is 
the table withdrawn ! Here we must eat, as 
the Jews did the Passover, "in haste, with 
our loins girded, our shoes on our feet, and 
our staff in our hand." It will not be so 
above. We shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and with the whole 
family of God, to go no more out. O 
blessed rest! O glorious society! O de- 
lightful entertainment I B\e»>'a»^ftL «:t^*C!ftK^ ^"^^^ 
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To *8cape firom hell and fly to heaven ; 
The day of grace, — aad mortals may 
Secure the blessings of the day.^ 
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FULL ASSUEANCE-VHY NOT! 

What more comfortable, or more to be 
desired by the followers of Christ, than a 
sweet and certain assurance of being accepted 
in him ! Every believing heart feels at once 
the value of this blessing ; many sigh for it ; 
few, we fear, possess it. Yet, why not? 
Christians are exhorted to give diligence to 
attain to it. Job, Daniel, Paul, and others, 
actually enjoyed it j and it is put before us 
in Scripture, not as a peculiar attainment of 
Bible saints, but as a blessing which all are 
admonished to seek. (2 Peter i. 10.) Not 
that we aflSrm — ^you are not a Christian, be- 
cause you have not assurance. No I Many 
are the doubts and fears against which num- 
bers of GWl's people have to struggle ; ah ! 
too, and some of the most meek, humble, and 
devoted of his people. Sometimes these arise 
from physical causes, more than mental con- 
dition; and sometimes, more from mental 
structure than spiritual deficiency. But the 
question is — Is aaauraxvej^ ^XXjKCBsii^^b^ ^^ 



)n or character, of temptation from tv 
from within, that you may enjoy 
Ivation, a glorious hope, a happy Oh 
e, much power to be usefiJ to other 
U assurance. 

There is, nevertheless, an importax 
iction between the assurance of fait] 
e assurance of sense. The assurai 
ith is a conscious certainty of Christ 
^ Saviour; the assurance of sense, 
ling our Saviour. The object of the 
Lce of faith, is Christ in the promises 
ospel ; the object of the assurance of 
Christ formed in the soul. In one 
e assurance of faith rests on the w* 

^J 1-- t- ^^- - i1 f 
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SavioTir, and as able and willing to save? 
The latter assurance is not essential to our 
Christianity; because, knowing our sinful- 
ness, we may fear the testimony of our own 
hearts, and shrink from trusting in them. 
The distinction of the two assurances, there- 
fore, is the distinction between (mr testimony, 
and the testimony of our God, 

But, we ask, to the enjoyment even of 
the assurance of sense, why should we not 
attain? The means are afforded, — and we 
are invited to use them. The end is most 
desirable, — and we are to have an eye to the 
end. The great barrier in the way, is the 
power of sin dwelling within us ; but grace 
can conquer every sin. Ask your heart, when- 
ever you are harassed about your own safety 
in Christ ; and the answer will be, that if you 
could only obtain the mastery over such and 
such a sinful bias, you could feel abundantly 
certain that Christ was with you, and that of 
a truth you were a partaker of salvation. But 
oh ! against all these evil tendencies, yon aiie 
bound to strive, — ^nay ! to " resist even untci 
blood." You are to cuX, oS «bfv^W«s!^-»^ 
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^luck out a right eye, in order to glorify God, 
and lire for eternity. The more fuUy you do 
all this, the more faithful will you be to your 
Lord, the more will you bear your Master's 
image, and the nearer will you be to heaven. 
And daily are we to live — not knowing any 
day but we may be called to enter glory. 

We have spoken of means being instituted 
for the attainment of this assurance. By these 
we do not understand any extraordinary Gros- 
pel means. We refer to a proper use of all 
the ordinary appointments of divine grace. 
Amongst them we may enumerate self-ex- 
amination — humble and believing prayer — 
the study of God's word — Christian fellow- 
ship — attendance on ordinances — and perse- 
verance in the path of duty. We have no 
faith in that assurance which arises from any 
supposed extraordinary communications, sudi 
as in dreams and by visions. God has re- 
vealed himself to us in the Scriptures. Whilst 
we believe it often occurs^ at the approach of 
death, that unfoldings of the coming state 
be^n^ before life on earth has terminated, — 
tie Lord cheering his people with glimpses of 
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glory in the " dark valley of the shadow of 
death.'' But in our wonted health, when we 
are called " to fight the good fight of (aithj 
laying hold of eternal life," if we are to have 
a toeU-grounded JiopCy and a happy assurance^ 
it must be, in all we do, seeking the diving 
honour — in conjunction with a holy, pious, 
and persevering regard to his ordinances. 

Were we required to mention any one mode, 
more likely than another, to forward the be- 
liever's views in the attainment of assurance, — 
our advice would be, Concentrate all yawr affeo^ 
turns and powers J in carrying out your principles. 
Division is the one grand source of weakness. 
The limited sketch which the Lord has been 
pleased to give us of life in Paradise, is quite 
sufficient as a demonstration of this. When 
Adam remained in that holy state in which 
he was created, with amazing mental acumen, 
he named every animal according to its in- 
stinct ; and in the possession of transcendent 
moral grandeur, he walked with God, and 
communed with him as firiend with friend. 
But when sin entered into our world, and 
Adam fell, a division oi Viva ^%^^v^\^ «si^ "^S^ 
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his powers suoceeded^ and weakness took the 
place of strength^ as well as wickedness of 
holiness. Oh, how impotent his divided affec^- 
tion^ and how paralyzed his &llen power I 
And never yet, in this sinfdl world, has any 
descendant of Adam reached to any eminence 
of distinction, without concentrating upon the 
object he has sought his attachment, and 
making to bear upon its attainment, at least 
in a large measure, his undivided energy. 
Thus, the poet has reared by labour his 
monument, .the philosopher lus fiune, the 
merchant his fortune, the statesman his posi* 
tion, and the soldier his pillar. And never, 
O christian, without this combining and con- 
centrating of all our affections and powers 
against sin, and in the service of God^ can 
we arrive at a well-grounded assurance of our 
salvation ! 

How much remains to be done! What 
unholy desires to expel ; what ungodly afiec-* 
tions to be sanctified ; how much of mental 
darkness to be illumined 1 Yea I what deceit ; 
yeal what depravity to be eradicated! In 
rearing up ^^tbe new creature in Christ Jesus,*^ 
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firom infancy to manhood, what paing, what 
care, what expense of time and means I Great 
is the growth implied — glorious the result 
expressed, when we can open our eyes wide, 
and gaze at a full Christ, — when we can use 
our lips and hands in his blessed service, — 
and when we can not only walk in his ways, 
but walk yyith him in the way. When this is 
the case, there is no danger of our assurance 
being presumption. Otherwise, this is to be 
feared. Our assurance is only scriptural, when 
it is founded on the evidence of devoted, holy, 
heavenly living. The assurance of hope apart 
from holiness — of faith apart from obedience, 
is a foul and fatal delusion ; and ought to be 
shunned, as we would shun death. "We 
judge of a tree by its fruits." Beloved reader ! 
assurance may be yours. God enjoins upon 
you, with diligence, to seek it. He has given 
you his own word to guide you. He has 
appointed the means for you to use ; and in 
attending to them, he is ever sure to give 
his blessing. But oh ! remember, important 
as is this attainment, — so ftdl of peace, and 
power, and hoty iiAueTvcfc,— -^^. ^^asi <s^ ^''^ 
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ious living, must you say, "This 
5 I do." And oh ! possessing it — fee 
self for ever secure — keeping your 
e always clear, — ^what joy — ^what an 
)ns — ^what hopes are yours! Death 
no «ting,andetemity no terror. 

<*Je8iiB! my everlasting Lord, 

My Sayionr and my King; 
My confidence is in thy word, — 

Yea! to thy work I cling: 
For thou hast raised me from the dead; 
And thou art still my liring Head.** 
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A FINISHED SALVATION. 

There is a twofold sense in which the 
phrase, a finished ealvatiorij may be used. It 
has one meaning when applied to Christ; 
another when referred to the Christian. Oui 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by leaving 
heaven, assuming our nature, coming in the 
form of a servant, obeying in his life the law 
of God, dying on the cross, rising from the 
tomb, and ascending to heaven, bepame our 
Redeemer, Mediator, and Lord, opened up 
the way of the sinner's return to his God, 
wrought out for him a justifying righteous- 
ness, and at the same time procured aU those 
gifte and graces needful unto godliness and 
glory. Not only so, — ^but now, at God's right 
hand, to Jesus is given the Spirit, that he 
may fulfil " the promise of the Father," send 
the Comforter, and so lead us into a state of 
justification; enable us to eicclaim, "Abba, 
Father ;" and find at last, in our bearing his 
image, and beaming with his glor^ ^^Jmj^ ^^ 
are saved in him. 
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In this point of view, Christ, as the Head 
of the Church and the source of all spiritual 
influences, is the sole custodier of a finished 
salvation. He alone is " the resurrection and 
the life." As in nature all the elements are 
under the immediate and constant control of 
the Most High, and operate according to the 
laws which he has established, — at his bid- 
ding making winter to cease, the genial 
breezes of spring to blow, summer with its 
maturing influences to follow, and then the 
autumn, finishing and fiimishing the harvest 
of the year \ m m the hand of Him who sits 
upon the mediatorial throne, who has all 
power in heaven and earth for his Church, 
all holy elements are placed, and he alone 
can give to the soul a spiritual spring-time, 
encircle it with the atmosphere of a heavenly 
summer, and crown the whole with a blessed 
autumn, ftdl of " the peaceable fruits of righ- 
teousness." Thus, as in purpose, power, and 
settled arrangement, seasons may be said to 
be complete in the Lord before they are im- 
^Jded upon earth; so salvation in all its 
principles^ hopes, and resulta \a ^^ «t &Mi<^d 
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salvation," even from the first, in the hands 
of Christ. 

But salvation may be in Christ, and not 
in us; and aU this may be true of it a« it 
is in him, and yet not be true in reference 
to OUT salvation. Here the Spirit's work is 
brought prominently in view. When we 
believe unto life, we believe because the Spi- 
rit shows us the things of Christ, and per- 
suades and enables us to receive them. And 
" he which hath begun a good work in you, 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." 
(Phil. i. 6.) So that the whole work of sal- 
vation becomes one of infallible certainty. It 
is secure in the hands of the Saviour ; it is a 
sealed work in the hands of the Holy Spirit. 
Only let us become its faithfiil recipients, 
opening our imderstandings to its truth, our 
hearts to its holy influence, and our lives to 
its redeeming, renewing, and saving power; 
and despite the opposition of a deep-rooted 
depravity within, and the world and Satan 
without, it will, yea 1 it must become in our 
experience afitmhed scdvaiion. 

Oftentimes, before tlie ciOiiXjfeTCL^^aaSctfsis. <i*l ^^ 



we allow this conviction to pass 
out doubling our diligence in th( 
Lord. Nevertheless, most fiilly 
suaded, that far more is done in 
of our sinfulness, and in consun: 
holiness, in the " valley of the 
death," than most are wont t 
Death is a " valley" to the believe 
bleak mountain-top, but the fertile 
where the hard rock lifts its head, 
the ripe com grows. And throng 
tile plain the believer "walks," — ^ir 
an active condition of his soul in d< 
when the ties of the frail tabenu 
flesh are being unloosed, when the 
of dissolution are bpincr l^^ ^ 
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But oh! a finished salvation is after the 
resurrection. When corruption has given 
place to incorruption, dishonour to glory, 
weakness to power^ the natural body to the 
spiritual body; when the glorified spirit is 
once more united to the risen and glorified 
body, and both are for ever present with the 
Lord; — then shall have come, as an unspeak- 
able reality — salvation. When the last rem- 
nant of the power of sin shall have been torn 
to atoms, and scattered to the winds ; when 
the very memorials of our past disgrace shall 
have perished in the conflagration of the 
world ; when the last tear shall have been 
wiped away from our eyes for ever, and the 
last sigh shall have been hushed before the 
sweet and swelling notes of redemption's un- 
ending song, — then shall have come salva- 
tion. When the ransomed shall all have been 
gathered in ; when the last judgment is past ; 
when the number of the saints is complete, — 
not one of them lost ; when every redeemed 
one has had his crown ; and when, in a trans- 
port of unspeakable enthusiasm — as with one 
impulse and in one act — everj ^^-^S^^^V^^^s^ 



rinkle, or any such thing ; — ^tnen^ ui 

lall there be proclaimed to a listen! 

erse-:» finished salvation. 
Reader! to that exulting spectacle 

ou look. Oh 1 prepare for it. All 
lot in Christ then, are lost for ever. ^ 
yhat a thought, to be lost for eoerl I 
memy pursueth. Hasten ; death is 
Prepare ; Jesus is a " faithful witnef 
ready ; after death cometh the ji 
Lord God Almiffhty, Father, Son, a 
Spirit, grant that he who his writ 
pages, and they who read them, 
saved for ever! Amen. 

*" To God the Father, God the Son, 
• ' '^ - J *v« e„,-,^t. Three in One, 



